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FEATURE OF THE M ONTH

Ben Elo Foundation Looks To Continue
T he Works of A Life Well- Lived

By Shannon Stuart integral part of the teamOs undefeated regu
Director of Communications season, capped off with an Indiana State C
Championship. It was a dream come true fo
Early last summer, 14-year-old Ben Elo, ofBen, his team and their families.
Mooresville, was loving life and bringing joy to  Although summer technically meant the
those around him. end of the soccer season, Ben had alwa
Summer had returned to warm the Indianappreciated the changing of the seasons; aft
air, bringing with it the best of the season N all, he never really took time off from soccer!
time at the beach with Grandma and Grandp&ummer simply meant a different element o
camping and fishing with dad, shopping withthe game N bonding with teammates, foot
mom, swimming with his siblings and roller skills practice in the yard, pick-up games
coaster rides with friends. and high school soccer practices. Ben wa
Ben never met a stranger; people werdooking forward to being a freshman at
drawn to his optimistic attitude, his easy sens#looresville High School, playing varsity
of humor, his commitment to living everyday in soccer in the fall and perhaps, one day, takin;
a way that would honor his Christian faith. Asthe field for his favorite team N the Notre |
a result, Ben had friends from school, churchbDame Fighting Irish.
basketball and N of course N from his favorite ~ Last summer, Ben had many dreams an
sport, soccer. was bursting with life. He was a dedicatec
The 2007-08 soccer season had beestudent, a gifted athlete and a young ma’
especially good to Ben, as he had made a lot @f faith and principle. He had a lot to look
new friends on his Carmel United Soccer teamforward to in life, but on July 21, Ben passea '
Although heOd been the new guy on the tearaway unexpectedly from what his family living the tragedy of losing a child to SCD. The In keeping with that commitment to
BenOs enthusiasm and eagerness to learn helpetieves may have been an instance of Sudddflo family has established the Benjamin Eloacademics, the Elo family has established a
him bond. His work ethic, dedication and loveCardiac Death (SCD). Although Ben wasMemorial Fund (BEMF) administered through scholarship in BenOs memory which will be
of the game made him a natural role modelcommitted to an active, healthy lifestyle, itthe Community Foundation of Morgan Countyawarded to one boy and one girl student-athlete
Ben proudly wore his No. 16 jersey and was amwasnOt enough to save his life. to encourage, Oliving your faith to affect changeeginning in 2012 N what would have been
According to the American Heart in others lives, based on the Bible verseBenOs year of high-school graduation.
Association, OSudden Cardiac Death<#. Micah 6:8: OAct justly, love mercy, and The Young Hearts for Life Cardiac
(SCD) is death resulting from an. " walk humbly.00 Screening Program will offer free EKG testing

abrupt loss of heart function (cardia Faith was a huge part of BenOs life. Héor student athletes in the Mooresville area.
arrest).O According to another article, had grown up attending the Mooresville Although there is no known marker to predict
SCD claims the lives of almost Christian Academy and was the kind of SCD, a more complete cardiac student-athlete
thirty (30) young people each week in theperson who openly lived and shared his beliephysical could potentially detect some of
United States N often without warning in God. those who are affected with higher risk factors
symptoms or signs. First experiences OBen lived his faith,0 says Melanie. Olt wdsr SCD, possibly saving lives. The goal
with sudden cardiac arrest ofteningrained in every aspect of his life.O would eventually be to partner with health
result in death, as immediate Itis the hope of the Ben Elo Memorial Fundfacilities throughout Indiana and beyond to
defibrillator shock and intense to keep BenOs name and memory alive amfovide this type of screening opportunity to
cardiac treatment is to grow and spread his love of God and lifemore student athletes.
required  within With that in mind, the goals of the foundation If through BenOs foundation we could
minutes of the include: a college scholarship, a Characteprevent even one family from experiencing the
attack. in Leadership Award, Young Hearts for Life horrendous, painful and life altering experience
Once sudden cardiac arrest has occurre@ardiac Screening program, an annual Ben Elof this, we would be thrilled, explained Melanie,
the type of medical care needed to preverilemorial Soccer Camp and supporting griefOand we know it would honor BenOs memory.
~*_ brain death and/or SCD is not usually readilyministry. Each area of the FoundationOs goals OThe First Annual Ben Elo Memorial

\. a0

available. are representative of one aspect of BenOs life Boccer Camp will serve not only to raise
Olt doesnOt matter how great of shageademics, character, health/preventative caréynds for the Foundation, but will help young
you are in,0 explains Brian Elo, BenQOathletics, and religion. athletes achieve their goals on the field, while

father. Olt can affect anyone, anywhere. The scholarship is representative of BenQeminding them it takes community and faith
Ben was one of the most fit 14-year-oldsaspiration to higher education. Although hein God to bring them to their full potential in
IGve ever met; he even did sit-ups whilavas a natural athlete in both basketball antife. The camp will be held June 22-26, 2009, at
watching TV. He was always moving, but soccer, Brian always reminded his son thathe Mooresville High School Soccer Complex.
' 4 it didnOt matter.O athleticism was a gift. The camp will be open to children in grades
Although Ben lives in the hearts of the OBen had to have As and Bs to participate i8-12 and feature some of the best coaching
many people who knew and loved him,ODP (Olymplc Development Program),O Briarin Indiana. Many coaches, including BenOs
BenOs parents, Brian and Melanie, are onsays, Obecause everyone is just one knee |nJLpprsonaI hero N Notre Dame Coach Bobby
two-pronged mission to help share BenCwway from being John Q. Public. AcademicsClark N have generously offered to donate
legacy and to prevent other families fromare an important investment for the future.O their time for the camp.



